Gloucester Voluntary and Community Sector Forum

Minutes of meeting held on
Monday September 12th 2011 at 10.30am – 12.30
at GAVCA, 75-81 Eastgate Street, Gloucester, GL1 1 PN

1.
Attendance
Amy Ireland

Together in Matson

Vanessa Worral
Together in Matson

Mary Smith

the Law Centre

Joanne Humphries
Parent Carers Council

Bernadette Padfield
Life Care Centre

Carmel Webb
Tuffley Community Association

Khoboso Hargura
Khargi Pastoralist Link

Terry Haines

Sever Athletic Club

Pascal

Tredworth Residents Association

Jane Jarman

GAVCA

Sally Pickering
GAVCA

2.
Gloucestershire VCS Assembly Reps Report
Sally gave a short update on issues that the Gloucester VCS Assembly is currently involved with, which are: 

· Healthwatch – the Assembly has been discussing the transition from Local Involvement Networks to Local Health watch and implications for Assembly Health and Wellbeing Strategy Group and VCS reps on new Health and Wellbeing Board. There is a meeting on 3rd October at 5pm at Sanger House. For any groups that are interested to find out more.  Contact Hannah on hannahg@gavca.org.uk for more information.
· VCS Engagement with Leadership Gloucestershire: A Community Engagement Task and Finish Group is mapping what community engagement activities public sector partners are involved in, and will then be looking at how this can joined up better. There are now 3 VCS Champions on the Leadership Glos Board -  Frances Roden,  Steve Jordan and Carole Topple – and Sally and Michael Heap, the Chair of the VCS Assembly, have met witht hem to give them briefing on the VCS and discuss how they will fulfil this role.
· The VCS environment Network has disbanded. The Assembly Board wrote to Mark Hawthorne, leader of GCC, about its concern over  the disbanding of the Environment Partnership

· Sally Pickering has been re-elected as Vice Chair for a further 2 years.

· The revised Terms of Reference for the Assembly will be ratified after the VCS Annual event in December

· Performance Reward Grant:: 7 groups were awarded grants for infrastructure projects, including GAVCA (Down to Business) – more details on Gloshub website. A new funding round opening now for capital projects and a small grants round will follow shortly.
Sally then gave an introduction to a new programme called “Transforming Local Infrastructure”. GAVCA is leading a consortium of 11 organisations,  to develop a programme of activities, under this Government funding, to transform how support services are delivered to frontline VCS groups. She asked members to complete a survey to help them identify what changes groups want to enable them to access the help they need better. Those present said that they go their support from GAVCA and most people didn’t know who the other organisations listed were. There was agreement that the number of infrastructure organisations was confusing and that this needed to be rationalised.
3.
Gloucester City Council Grants and Community Services Forum 
Sally gave an update on staff re-structuring at the City Council and explained that Sadie Neal and Rikki Moody were now the main contacts for the VCS for issues concerning VCs grants. Tess Liebschner is now in the Neighbourhood Management Team. Martin Shields is the Corporate director with overall responsibility for neighbourhood services.
A nomination form had been received from Abbeydale Community Association for Mike Teasdale to be nominated as a rep on the Grants and Community Services Forum. This was agreed by the meeting.
4.
Chequers Bridge Centre update
Sally confirmed that GAVCA had submitted a business case for chequers Bridge in partnership with CEMVO (the Council for Ethnic Minority Organisations) in which CEMVO were offering to buy Chequers Bridge from the County Council and re-open it as a community hub. GAVCA hoped to re-locate there and help to engage the community in turning it into an active community resource and a  place where VCOs could rent office space and share back office costs. The County Council had accepted this proposal as its preferred proposal and were now negotiating with CEMVO. Nothing has been finalised but GAVCA is keen to hear from any groups that want to get involved.
5.
The Impact of Public Spending cuts on the Sector – survey 

Everyone was reminded to go online and complete the survey at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TZN8FDL and be entered into a prize draw to win £200.

6 
the Impact of Health and Wellbeing on Vulnerable people in Gloucestershire: Nevila Kallfa, NHS
Nevila gave a presentation on the impact of Health and Wellbeing on vulnerable people in Gloucestershire in which she stressed the links between worklessness and health and how important it is for community groups to demonstrate the impact of what they are doing in terms of how it affects people’s health. The full report is available to download form the NHS website.
7.
Information share: 
The Law Centre is likely to close next year if the changes to Legal Aid, which are currently being debated in Parliament, go ahead. 
The Parent Carers Council is doing OK and hasn’t been affected by cuts to its income.

Together in Matson used to be primarily a youth focussed organisation but has recently expanded to address all kinds of issues in Matson and the centre is becoming more or a real community centre. A recent Carnival was really successful in engaging residents and creating a real sense of community. However, staff are being really stretched as a lot of this work is unfunded
Another gap they have identified is training / learning opportunities for people with learning disabilities. Sally encouraged them to refer people to GAVCA’s Volunteering brokerage project to help find them volunteering placements.
Life Care Centre are concerned that they don’t get referrals from the Health service, despite offering a free service. It was felt they need to market themselves more and constantly.
Tuffley Community Centre are struggling to get people to use the centre, or the youth club that they are running. Jane offered to meet and discuss this with them. Sally reminded the meeting that if groups had a venue to hire out, it could be advertised on the GAVCA website so please send details to GAVCA.
Khargi Pastoralist Link is struggling to find funding to set up a base in Gloucester as the local funders only want to fund projects that benefit local people and this project is supporting people in Kenya. Jane suggested teaming up with the Rendezvous Society in Cheltenham or groups like the Young Farmers who might fundraise for them.

Next Meeting

Monday 5th December 5.30pm
